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REMARKS 

Claims 1-6 and 1 9-29 are pending in the application. Claims 7-1 8 have been vathdrawn. 

The independent claims have been amended to more clearly recite the subject matter that 
appUcants reijard as their invention, and to correct formal defects. In particular, the claims have 
been amended recite that the disabling of the electrical device is performed automaticaUy if the 
watchdog identified does not correspond to the watchdog device for which said electrical device 
was configured or if the network does not contain a watchdog device, rather than in response to 
an action by security personnel. Support for the amendment is provided, for example, on page 6, 
lines 17-22. The claims have been also amended to replace the term "its" with the phrase "said 
electrical device." 

Additionally, claims 27-29 have been added to more fully claim the subject matter that 
applicants regard as their invention. 

No new matter is believed to be added by the amendment. 

For at least the arguments discussed in applicants' previous response, applicants 
respectfiilly submit that the pending claims are patentable over the cited prior art references. In 
the response to arguments, the examiner states lhat Iwamura discloses that "... the server alerts 
the security station by sending an alarm signal which can also identify which client computer has 
been disconnected (STEP 21 1), at which point security personnel become alerted to the fact that 
an unauthorized disconnection of a particular client computer has occurred. Security personnel 
will then take appropriate action. Disable (spj of a electronic device is one of the actions 
that the security personnel will take, (emphasis added)" The examiner then repeats the 
previous rejections citing Iwamura and Benson. 
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This Statement is actually consistent with appUcants' view that Iwamura's device is 
directed to an anti-theft system for electronic devices, that the server raises an alaim when the 
device goes missing, but that Iwamura's arrangement does not appear to in any way affect the 
operability of the protected devices, as argued in applicants' previous response. However, as the 
examiner admits, the disabling of the electronic device is performed by the security personnel, 
not by the device itself. In that regard, appUcants note that the previous claims recited "where 
said electrical device comprises ... means for disabling the electrical device.." That is, the 
electrical device disables itself according to the situation, not that a security person somehow 

performs the disabling. 

In any event, to clarify this point, and to move the prosecution of the case forward, 
appUcants have amended claim 1, for example, to recite "means for automatically disabling the 
electrical device if the watchdog device identified does not conespond to the watchdog device, 
for which said electrical device was configured or if said network does not contain a watchdog 
device." The remaining independent claims have also been written to include a similar feature. 
In view of the above, applicants respectfWly submit that the pending claims are patentable over 
the cited references. 
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In view of the foregoing amendments and remarks, it is respectfiiUy submitted that all the 
claims now pending in the application are in condition for allowance. Early and favorable 
reconsideration of the case is respectfully requested. 

It is believed that no additional fees or charges are currently due. However, in the event that 
any additional fees or charges are required at this time in connection with the application, they may 
be charged to Applicant's representatives Deposit Account No. 0 70832 . 

Respectfully submitted, 
Sylvain Chevreau et al. 

' I Paul P. Kiel, Attorney for Applicant 

Registration No.: 40,677 
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